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ting should accordingly tune up his knowledge,  logic   and

wisdom ; then only his will shall become the meaning of the
word. Thus faith, ecstatic action, and experience of the

oneness of all souls, are the successive stages in the spiritual
development of the apostle Thomas who has now learnt the
supreme kind of self-love in a spirit of service. Thomas has
already explained it to Abbanes thus:

"...and if he iovefthe service,

Must it not be the servant he will love

Himself at last ?" *

Thus the idea of self-love is given here the richest  meaning
possible and without any taint of vanity or egotism.    What a
contrast to  Peregrinus!    Thomas  continues hh doctrine of
*the palace of souls' or 'the universe of lives';
"Where each in all and all in each must live ;
And loves to give the best exchange he can
For what he takes ; and finds, the more he gives,
The lovelier grows the world his life receives/**
While to a Christian,  the idea of the  "Palace of Souls* is
an illustration of the Biblical thought:   SSI in them, and thou
In me, that they may be made perfect in one",s to a Hindu  it
shows some resemblance to Advaita.     Perhaps Abercrombie is
to some extent influenced   by Empedokles's theory of "Life
Perfectible through Love".l

Abercrombie has thus built a philosophy of his own in Ms
highly metaphysical "Interludes" and "The Sale of Saint
Thomas", and it is by no means far-fetched to equate the
speakers in these poems with the voices of the poet's inner
questionings. He presents a picture of Life that offers a
solution to its problems and articulates a message to the world.
In "Blind", he warns that one should not be blind and crazy,
believing in spiritual fatalism, but should rather try to control
emotions like love and anger. In the "Fool's Adventure**, he
points out that the emotions proceed directly from the Ego
who is the monger of good and bad. In **An Escape," he shows
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